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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
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Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)l3 This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim{s) 1-6 and 9 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim{s) is/are allowed. 

6) n Claim(s) 1-6 AND 9 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim{s) is/are objected to. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

Claims 1-6 and 9 are rejected. 

Response to Amendment 

The amendment of claim 1 has been acknowledged by the Examiner. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed December 6, 2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the instant invention does not use a catalyst that has been 
deactivated by pretreatment or in situ contact with deactivating solution but instead the 
instant invention dopes the nickel catalyst with iron and chromium. 

The Examiner contends that the prior art of record recites that the catalyst is 
modified using modifying agents such as CrCl3.6H20 and Fe(OH) (Oac)2. It is noted by 
the Examiner that when doping or modifying a catalyst, you are making it less active. 
Therefore, either method is bound to deactivate the catalyst at least a little. So, the 
terms doping and modifying are taken by the Examiner to mean the same thing. 

Therefore, for the reasons recited in the previous office action dated September 
26, 2006 and for the reasons stated herein, the rejection of claims 1-6 and 9 under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over EP 1,503,723 is maintained. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kellette Gale whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8038. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (6:30am-3:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thurman Page can be reached on (571) 272-0602. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 
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